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How the Internet Works 

· Internet refers to a network of connected computers that share information 
· not the same as World Wide Web - web refers not to the computer network but rather to a way of accessing information through the network, using Web browsers 

How Web browsers work 
· web browser is the tool that people use to access over the internet information that is published as part of the World Wide Web 
· does 3 things: searches and finds information on web servers; retrieves the information and brings it back to you; submits the information for display on your computer or mobile device 
· When a browser retrieves a Web page and brings it back to you, it makes a copy of the various components of that particular Web page and stores those files on your computer. 
· This is called a cache. It is temporary storage of all the files you download while you are browsing the Web.  


Your browser’s cache 

· Internet Explorer: To clear the cache, select TOOLS, then INTERNET OPTIONS. Click the ADVANCED tab. Scroll down to SECURITY and check the EMPTY TEMPORARY INTERNET FILES folder when the browser is closed. 


Plug-ins and extensions 

· browsers can display more than just ext and graphics, but most need the help of plug-ins or extensions. Popular ones include Adobe Acrobat Reader (PDFs) and Flash. 


Syndicated Content with RSS 

· RSS=Really Simple Syndication
· great name because it really is simple  
· most efficient way to consume massive amounts of information in a structured and organized way 
Set up an RSS Reader and Subscribe to Feeds 

1. Select a reader, 2. Find a feed and 3. Add it to your reader. 


Select a reader 

· two types: Web-based readers or stand-alone software 


Personalized home pages 

· Yahoo, Google etc. use RSS feeds to build a personalized page with links to the information you choose.
· 1. Go to my.yahoo.com OR www.google.com/ig 
· 2. Sign up for an account. 
· 3. Select the information you’d like to receive automatically. 
· 4. Arrange the feeds on your page the way you want them to appear. (You can move them around by simply clicking on and dragging the boxes.) Each time you return, the links will be updated automatically with the latest information from those Web sites. 


Stand-alone readers 

· freely downloadable RSS readers that act like Web browsers 
· pro: can download feeds when you have Internet access and then read them when you are offline
· ex- NewsGator, FeedDemon, and SharpReader
· looks a lot like a standard e-mail program 


Best of both worlds 

· Netvibes, PageFlakes, and Google Reader are your best options 
· same function as stand-alone readers (folders) but the convenience of access on multiple computers 
· Google Reader also gives you an offline option 

Find a feed and subscribe 

· little orange icon 
· news Web sites have an index page with dozens of feeds available 
· click on the link of the feed you want to subscribe 
· most browsers will automatically take you to a page that allows you to quickly add the feed to your reader 
· if not, you can copy the RSS URL

Determine what is best to subscribe to 

· Sections on new Web sites that are targeted to your interests 
· Blogs that discuss new media, convergent media, new media technologies, social media, and yes, even mass communication and digital or online journalism 
· Content from our own website that is worth tracking, such as News and your class’s respective blog 

Subscribe to news alerts and searches 

· adding a Web search to an RSS reader saves you a lot of time 
· if you are very interested in a topic and want to find information from many sources, with an RSS feed your computer will perform the search for you 
· 1. Perform the news search (in Google News or Yahoo News). 
· 2. Click on the RSS icon or link on the first results page.
· 3. Select Add to Google Reader or other RSS reader. 
· if your browser isn’t so modern, you can click on the RSS link on the news search page, and then simply copy the URL in the address field, open your RSS reader and select Add a Feed. Then paste the URL into the address box and click on Subscribe.

