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What's an RSS Feed?

RSS stands for Really Simple Syndication. RSS feeds are a way for websites to distribute new content as it becomes available.

Think of an RSS feed as a file that contains a blog or website's most recent entries. By subscribing to a site's feed in Reader, you will automatically be notified when that website contains new posts or entries. Instead of checking sites repeatedly for updates, RSS feeds bring your favorite websites to you!

An RSS feed can be identified by this universal symbol. When you see it on a website, clicking will usually direct you to that site's feed. From there, you can both copy and paste the link to subscribe to the feed in Reader, or in the case of many browsers, click a button to subscribe directly.

Google.com: Sign up for an account then type in Google Reader in the search field. 

Subscribe to a feed

To subscribe to a feed in Reader:

· Click the Subscribe button in your left-hand sidebar.

· Enter the URL of the blog or site you'd like to subscribe to.

Most blogs have feed autodiscovery enabled, meaning the site will automatically tell Reader where to find a blog's feed. If this doesn't work, you'll have to add the URL of a site's feed directly. Find the RSS logo on the site in question, click it, and copy and paste the link into the 'add subscription' box. If you can't find an RSS logo on the site, the site may not offer RSS feeds.

Reading feeds

Once you've subscribed to a feed, you'll see the number of new or unread items in parentheses next to the feed's title. Clicking on the feed's title will display the contents of the feed in your primary window. At the top of the page, you can choose to view all items or just new items.

As you scroll past items in a feed, those items will be marked as read and more items will automatically appear. You can toggle this by clicking on the gear icon and then the Settings link at the top right hand corner of your Reader window. Next, uncheck the Scroll Tracking checkbox.

If you'd just like to browse headlines, click the List View icon in the top right hand corner of the main Reader window.

By clicking the links underneath items you can email, share, tag and keep items as unread. Tagging items will create a new link in your sidebar where you can view all items that you have given the same tag.

Discover more feeds

Click the Browse for stuff link in your left-hand sidebar to peruse pre-compiled bundles of feeds by topic, or use the search field to search for feeds.

To find feeds recommended for you based on your existing subscriptions, click on Explore in your left-hand sidebar.

How to subscribe to feeds

If you already know the address of the feed you want to subscribe to, you can just click the add Subscriptions link and paste the address in the text field that appears. Otherwise, you can use our directory for an easy way to find and add feeds. As a third option, you can always find your own feeds.
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Using tags

Tags provide a way for you to organize items of interest. You can use any word as a tag. For example, you might have a tag for your favorite posts ("favs"), or a tag for items you want to follow up on ("follow-up"). You can also use tags to mark items for sharing.

To add a tag to the item you're viewing, simply click the Add tags link at the end of the article. Then, enter the tags you'd like to apply. This link may say Edit tags if the item is already tagged, but you can always add more.

Using Folders

Folders allow you to sort your subscriptions and keep them organized. Any individual subscription can be in one folder, multiple folders, or none at all. There are two ways that you can manage your folders:

· Select an individual feed in the sidebar. Then use the Feed settings... menu to select or deselect folders as desired. This option is usually easiest if you have just subscribed to a new feed, or if you are already viewing all the posts from one single feed.

· Alternatively, click the Settings link to be taken to the Manage Subscriptions page. Each subscription here has a Change folders... menu next to it which will let you choose the appropriate folders. This option is easier if you want to sort a lot of your subscriptions into folders at once.
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